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On the oth of November. 


nd "Lats day “ God blefs great George our king,” ih 4 
x London brought forth a wond’rous thing. 1 
d, You mean a man? nomnot a man z ; a nl 


Divine the fecret if you can. He) 
The paffive this, the agent that, , 
A lump of clay quite round, quite flat ; 

But now I fear, I’ve faid too much. 
Wond’ring you'll fay “* my lump is Dutch.* 
“No! not at all—twice think and then, 


Jer Pray reconcile the flat to men ! 

hes Befides the Dutch regard the caufe, 

# Of freedom, reafon, and the laws 
ut 


Nay how can that, that breathes be dead,— 
True, fome men’s brains are made of lead, 
But, life and virtue, truth and fenfe, 

Have long been driven out from thence, 

It rolls in blood, is fond of gore, 

Never without a May and Or, 


A. M. L. 
REFLEC- 
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For the Editor, of the ¢ PHIVANTHROPIST. 
| REFLECTIONS 
ON THE INFAMOUS MODE OF PRESSING, 


Cirizen, ain 


] WILL thank you, if/you will give a place in your ufefyj 
publication to my thoughts on the cruelty of preffing. 

This inhuman practice would, (in my opinion), be a dif. 
grace to any country ; but is much more fo to a country that is 
called Free. I cannot conceive ‘how the country in which fo 
barbarous a cuftom is encouraged, can be called a free country ; 
how can that man be called a freeman, whom the hand of 
power can tear from the bofom of his family whofe fupport he 
is? and who muft in confequence.come to.awork-houfe. Let 
us fuppofe a duteous fon whofe induftrious hand fupported the 
aged authors of his exiftence, being torn from their arms, and 
then let-us afk ourfelves, if the land-in which fuch acts are to- 
lerated, ought. to be called the land. of Liberty. If this be Li- 
berty, I fhould be glad to know what can be called tyranny? 
for I have not the leaft conception of any thing that: deferves 
that name, if this does not. 
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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 


THE VILLAGERS ADVICE, 


Deerty impreffed with the idea of the diftrefs of the poor, 
through the high price of provifions which does not appear to 
me, to be through ‘any real fcarcity, but through the enormous 
quantity bought up by the government agents and contractors 
for the fupply of the army and navy, and which has fo much 
of it fell into the hands of the enemy.; and as it has often been 


argued by the advocates for and againft a parliamentary reform, 
which 
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{3 ) 
which I will not pretend to repeat, but do declareit to be ny fin- 
cere belief that the miferies of the people arife only from the pre~ 
fent unjuft and unneceffary War; and had the plan of Reform 
of the apoftate reformer the Duke of Richmond been adopted, 
the prefent diftrefsful War would have been avoided. If 
therefore the electors will take the advice ofa villager (who is 
not rich enough to bean eleétor, though he tras an eftate in 
land of the yearly value of eight pounds, for which he pays 
land tax, occupies a Houfe rated to the window tax at one 
pound fourteen fhillings and eight pence, to the commutation 
tax two pound fifteen fhillings, and ahorfe ten fhillings, but 
does not Jive in a borough or corporation town therefore has no 
vote; the advice mentioned is wholly this, to agree in a de~ 
claration to the following purport : 

I A. B. a freeholder of the county of Bucks do hereby pro-~ 
mife and declare that I will not give my vote to any candidate 
at the enfuing election, until he fhall have folemnly promifed 
to do the utmoft in his power to bring about annual parliaments, 
and a reform in the reprefentation of the people, on the plan 
of univerfal fuffrage, as it is notorious that as all people 
pay taxes, all people ought to have a voice in choofing repre~ 
fentatives to Jay on the taxes, and to difpofe of their own mo- 
ney ; and I alfo promife and declare, that I will not give or 
promife my vote to any candidate, who, himfelf or any of his 
relations holds a place or penfion under government, nor to 
any other pexfon except he fhall folemnly,promife not to ac- 
cept of a place or penfion fo long, as.he fhall continue to be a 
reprefentative for this county, as I-confider that fo many 
placemen and penfioners having feats in the houfe,of commons 
has brought the nation, to. the prefent diftrefled condition 
through this ruinous War, as it muft be evident to every rea- 
fonable man, that they confider not the intereft of their con- 
ftituents, but the pleafure of the perfon under whom they hold 
their places and penfions. 

GOD SAVE THE PEOPLE, 
A VILLAGER. 
N. B: 
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N. B. A villager has alfo a mother, who is poffeffed of land 
which the villager rents of her at the yearly rent of ten guineas, 
and by cuftom can’t have a vote, therefore it appears that many 
of the moft indepengent of the community can’t have any yote 
at an election. 
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ANEW SONG. 


In imitation of “ Tom Bowling.” 


Here a fheer hulk ftands Albion’s Ifle, 
The darling of the waves, 

No more fhe’ll crown her fons with a {mile, 
Till we ceafe to be flaves. 

Truth has difcover’d Liberty’s tree, 
Its bloffoms kind and foft, 

And Britons declare they will be free ; 
Or their fouls fhall foar aloft. 


And when the defpots are departed, 
Then Freedom all fhall hail ; 

The fons of men fhall be true hearted, 
For friendthip will prevail, 

Man has bafely crouch'd to flavery, 
Ah! many’s the time and oft, 

Bit now they declare they will be free, 
Or their fouls fhall foar aloft. 





Yet thali mankind find pleafant weather, 
When Freedom all commands, 

For men fhall all unite together, 
To tie foft natures bands. 
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Darknefs is gone and behold I fee, 
Truth’s mantle light aloft, 

And the world declares they will be free; 
Or their fouls fhall foar aloft 





RESO IT 
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A DREAM. 
S1r, 


Whueruer it was from having read Quevedo’s vifions, 
or the Englifh newfpapers, I cannot tell which, for either of 
ghem may filla mpral mind with difguft; it fo happened that 
1 lately had a dream of fo fingular a nature that 1 feel myfelf 
ftrongly impelled to communicate the heads of it to your (I had 
almoft faid philofophical diary). 

Methought one dark evening in October, I had ranged into 
the middle of a vaft foreft, and got fo bewildered that I found 
all hope of extricating myfelf to vanifh, when a path led me 
into a deep valley between aged trees, where atorrent rolled on 
either fide, which conducted me to the entrance of a profdund 
cave, at the mouth of which fat a venerable man, who took 
me by the hand and drew meon haftily through a dark path, a¢ 
the bottom of which I heard the moft lamentable moanings that 
I foon found to proceed from a fpacious cavern illuminated by 
a ball of fire in the center of the moft lucid brightnefs; the 
whole fpace was thronged with mortals of the moft melancholy 
afpect, whofe countenances betrayed remorfe, and defpair in its 
deepeft characters. 

They were fitting in groups on the bare earth, and feemed 
to be all in earneft converfation, with fuch forms. and gefticu- 
Jations as might have made a fine canvafs tor Michael Angelo. 

Aftonifhed atthe fight, I afked my guide where I was? and 


what 
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what circumftances could have been productive of fo much 
feeming mifery to the people before us? Mortal faid he, this is 
the place of retribution, and this the firft. chamber of Hell, 
where all condemned hypocrites in religion afiemble by inftin& 
and where the only relief they find for thcir conviéted con- 
fciences, is to relate eternally to each other the nature of the 
crimes which have brought them to this difmal abode, Jiften O © 
man and beware. The firft object that attrafted my notice 
érom his ftupid afpeét, and wild demeanour, was with great Vo- 
Yubility relating to a grave looking lufty man, fome fingular 
anecdote. ‘*] was’ faid he, with a groan, a proteftant fovereign 
ever a great nation, and pafiled for a very moral character 
among my fubjeéts, (who heaven knows are a goed, though 
weak people) while I profeffed the mild religion of Chrift and 
thoroughly underftood its true principles; I purfued war wit® 
avidity, as far as my influence could go (for I was by law re- 
ftrained from expofing my perfon) and while by every art of 
corruption I undermined the principles of the conftitution I 
was chofen to protect; and caufed the blood of millions of men 
to flow, to gratify my fingle ambition; I fuffered nothing to 
interrupt my individual repofe, or my daily amufements, and 
had the wickednefs regularly to attend all the ceremonies of a 
mild worfhip, which profeffes the pureft morals, and the moft 
refined humanity, which inculcates the forgivenefs of enemies, 
and the contempt of wealth, which breathes that benevolence 
which I never felt, and condemns that avarice which had taken 
poflefiion of my whole foul; without the appearance of their 
power, I contrived to do more mifchief to mankind than the 
moft cruel of the Emperors of Rome; the fea has been tinged 
with the bleod | have caufed to be fhed on it. In Europe the 
air has been contaminated with the cfluvia of my dead car- 
cafes; in Afia, and the woods of America, where the foil has 
been foaked with the vital fluid of my opponents, join with 
them in the accufations of my wounded fpirit, yet all the 
while I knew that a very few years would terminate my ex- 
iftence, that impartial poflerity would judge my actions, and 
that 
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that the, Eternal faw my heart—but ia faé I was not gui- 


ded bya principle of wickednefs.altogether, but wrought up- 
on_ by the obftinacy of a vain and felfith pride, and the indos 
lence of habit, for had I once feena field of battle ftrewed 


with my bleeding victims, or been obliged to behold famine 


and difeafe, haunting the tract of man, I fhould furely never 
have prolonged its devaftations or promoted them for any earth- 
ly confiderations; but alas, furrounded asI always was by 
hard hearted men, and blinded by prejudice, and pride, I pur- 
fued my ambitious projets in defpite of misfortunes, and 
warnings, and obdurated my feelings, till at laft they became 
habitually blunted, and I funk from folly to folly, from crime 
to crime, till death put an end to my hypocritical reign, and 
fent me to bateful abode where the light of truth by vanithing 
error, inflicts punifhment on the guilty. 















































For the PHILANTHROPIsT. 


ON PASSIVE OBEDIENCE. 


Tue do&trine of abfolute paffive obedience is incdnfiftent 
with the goddnefs:of God, and the Jove he hath for man; and 
is deftructive of the end, intent and defign of God’s laws, 
hich is mans happinefs.. For God who is infinitely happy 
in himfelf, had no other motive than the happinefs of man in 
thofe rules he has given him to walk by: and for that reafon 


‘has’ made it a duty in him-to help the poor and miferable, re- 


lieve the opprefied and diftrefled, and do all manner of kindnefs 
and good offices to one’ another. Can it then be prefumed 
that ‘he requires obedience to tyrannical power, which brings 
poverty, mifery and defolation on a nation? if it be a duty to 


crelieve the poor, it muft be a duty to hinder people from fall- 


ing into that miferable condition, which they cannot prevent, 
exceptthey have aright to oppofe arbitrary power. And if 
it be aduty to promote public good; which they cannot doaf 
they 
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they are obliged to fubmit to tyrannical government, it muft 
be their duty to oppofe it. There is no duty that a man owes 
to his neighbour, or himfelf, but does oblige him to oppofe 
tyrannical government, in doing thereof he gives that honour 
and performs the duty which he owes to his maker, which can- 
not more be fhown than in imitating him, by promoting the 
good and happinefs of his fellow creatures. 

The preaching or promoting of paffive obedience without 
referve, is a much greater crime than the encouraging of rebels 
lion; becaufe a civil-war, tho’ very fharp, cannot continue 
long, and a nation may flourifh and be happy again. But if 
once arbitrary government be introduced upon the principles 
of paffive obedience, peoples miferies are endlefs ; there is no 
profpeét or hope of redrefs ; Every age will add new oppreffions 
and new burthens to a people already exhaufted. If he, by 
God’s command was to be curfed that removed his neighbours 
land-mark, what curfes may they deferve, that make it their - 
bufinefs to preach or promote abfolute paffive obedience, which 
removes all the bounds, fences, and fecurities that all nations 
have, not only for their lands, but their Liberties and lives, 
and proftrates them at the feet of a fingle perfon. Our firft 
reformers, and the generality of proteftant popifh writers were 
utterly unacquainted with this doctrine, which can never relith 
well with free-born fubjeéts, nor has it any other ufe than to 
encourage kings to be tyrants, and to render them odious, and 
their people miferable. .And what fad and fatal confequences 
always attend tyranny, and the dreadfnl effects of reed 
power, all agescan atteft. 

Every man. has aright to preferve himfelf, his Rights and 
privileges, againtt him who has no authority to invade them: 
And this was the cafe of Sampfon, who made war upon the 
Philiftines for burning his wife and her father; Sampfon, who 
was but a private perfon, knew he could have no other kind of 
juftice againft them, than what the law of nature gives every | 
man. 
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